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And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”
John 1:14

Dear Members of The Philadelphia Area:

It is with an overwhelming sense of gratefulness, joy, hope, and love that this letter is being sent to
you!

Barbara and I wish you and your loved ones the most blessed Christmas as you once again pause
and remember the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

This has been a blessed year for the two of us. It has included a mission trip to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo with a team of committed staff and volunteers. It was wonderful to see the
spirit of love and unity thriving among the people which is an awesome testimony to the power of
God. With them we reflected anew on the wonder of God’s coming in Christ and gave thanks for the
privilege of sharing the joyous news with the world. We are very aware that Jesus Christ offers
hope, peace, joy and love to a world filled with brokenness.

We also shared with members of the Area in a visit to Birmingham, United Kingdom and surround-
ing areas for the 300th anniversary celebration of Charles Wesley. The fellowship, as well as the
historic nature of the trip, was enjoyed by all.

We look forward with great anticipation to 2008 as we continue our journey together working to
impact congregations, communities and the world with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.

We thank GOD for you, our friends. Barbara and I love EACH and EVERY one of you!

Marcus and Barbara Matthews



t’s the news you’ve all
been waiting for and the
answer to the question

“What are the Saturday after-
noon seminars at this year’s
Youth Rally?”

The biggest news is the addi-
tion of a new musician to our
Saturday night lineup. Ayeisha
Woods will be playing during the
evening general session. If the
name sounds familiar, perhaps
you saw her at Creation this sum-
mer or at the Revolve Tour this
fall. Her debut album Introducing
Ayeisha Woods was released in
2006. Check out her music at
myspace.com/ayeishawoods.

As for Saturday afternoon,
there will be lots of options for
individuals and groups to partic-
ipate in. There will be an after-
noon concert by LA Symphony
(who will also be performing
during the general session) and
a Taylor Mason comedy show
(Taylor will be performing in the
Friday and Saturday evening
general sessions).

Two seminars will be led by pas-
tors from our own annual confer-
ence. Tina Blake, pastor of Church
Hill and Bethany United Methodist
Churches in Church Hill, Maryland
will be leading a seminar on liturgi-
cal dance. Thomas Johnson, pastor
of Israel and Faith United Meth-
odist Churches in Lewes, Delaware
will lead a seminar geared towards
helping new Christians grow in
their faith.

Some seminars are geared
toward specific age groups.
Identity Matters: The Voice of
Culture, The Truth of God is

offered for students in grades 9-
12. Looking Ahead: Preparing
for the College Transition is
specifically for high school sen-
iors. Both of these seminars will
be led by Derek Melleby of the
Center for Parent/Youth Under-
standing. Check out www.cpyu.org
for more information.

One of the options for adults
is Marketing Your Ministry, led
by David Urabe, co-founder of
CHURCHES. Dave will help par-
ticipants learn how to increase
their ministries recognition in
their communities. In addition to
the practical knowledge that will
be gained by attending, there will
be some huge prizes given away
by the members companies of
the Ministry Marketing Alliance.
Go to the seminar to find out
what they are!

Complete details of these and
other Saturday afternoon
options have been mailed to
leaders of groups who have
already registered for the
“Whatever” 2008 Youth Rally.
Please keep the event in your
prayers and contact me with any
questions. (1.877.736.3351, ext.
15 or shinderliter@pen-del.org)
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Young People’s Ministry

Shane Hinderliter

I

Communicator
United Methodist Reporter — Peninsula-Delaware Conference,

139 N. State Street, 
Dover, DE 19901

e-mail: tward@pen-del.org Website: www.pen-del.org
Phone: 302.674.2626 Or toll-free: 1.877.736.3351 Fax: 302.674.1573

Marcus Matthews, Bishop
Sandra Steiner Ball, Director of Connectional Ministries

Tamara Ward, Editor, Communications Coordinator
Linda Stimel, Layout & Design

Linette Warren, Subscriptions Individual subscriptions, $9.50 per year
All information marked UM Reporter within the Peninsula-Delaware

Conference newspaper is the sole responsibility of the UM Reporter and is not nec-
essarily the views of the annual conference.

Youth Rally Seminars/New Artists Announced

From Dr. Scott D. Miller 
President, Wesley College

here’s no way to sugar-
coat it. After 10 transfor-
mative years at Wesley

College, it’s excruciatingly
painful to say goodbye. As most
of you know, I will leave to
assume the leadership of Beth-
any College—a small, elite liberal
arts institution in Bethany, WV,
effective January 1, 2008.

Likewise, there’s no way to
adequately thank all those in the
Wesley family, the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference and in the
larger community, who have
made such a significant impact
on the momentum of the
College and in the life of the
Miller family. After 10 years
here, we will profoundly miss
Dover, the Wesley United
Methodist Church and the com-
munity that we have called
home and come to love. We have
raised our two daughters from
pre-teens to accomplished young
women here and forged life-long
friendships, both personally and
professionally. For Katie and
Ashlee, our daughters — both
Caesar Rodney graduates —
Dover will always be home.

Moreover, Wesley’s communi-
ty initiatives and partnerships
with organizations including the
Schwartz Center for the Arts—of
which the College is now a co-
owner—the Wesley Boys and
Girls Club, Campus Community
School, the Wesley YMCA,
Barratt’s Chapel and Museum
and others — have been su-
premely rewarding. From chair-
ing the Kent County division of
the United Way of Delaware, to
serving as an honorary com-
mander of Dover Air Force Base,
it has been a great ride.

It’s been a memorable and
highly rewarding decade. Our
team has been blessed with
many gifted and dedicated alum-
ni, faculty, staff and volunteer
leadership, and Wesley would
not have become the outstanding
institution it is today without
their hard work and guidance.

Together, we have undertaken
successful initiatives resulting in
a tripling of the College’s enroll-
ment, a doubling of its endow-
ment and Wesley’s citation as a
“Regional Best College” by U.S.
News and World Report for the
fourth consecutive year. How-
ever fulfilling these accomplish-
ments, they are not what I will
remember most about Wesley.

Rather, I’ll cherish the collec-
tive “little things:” the football
Saturdays in the Guzzetta
President’s Box at the revamped
Wolverine Stadium, reveling in
the Wolverines’ back-to-back

NCAA Division III semi-final
championships with alumni,
young and old. I’ll recall the first
bachelor’s degree in nursing
being awarded, scholar-athlete
Rocky Myers earning the elite
Gagliardi Trophy for NCAA
Division III’s highest football
honor, the gratifying success of
the Schwartz Center for the Arts
and many other community
partnerships.

One of the team accomplish-
ments of which I’m most proud
is our success in blending the
College’s United Methodist her-
itage and mission with a contem-
porary, pluralistic campus com-
munity. Chaplain and Director
of Church Relations, Mark
Pruett-Barnett, has done a mas-
terful job of promoting pluralism
while at the same time further-
ing relations with the UMC,
including working with Hope
United Methodist Church here
on campus.

In his acclaimed Julius Caesar,
William Shakespeare has the
Roman emperor say, “There is a
tide in the affairs of men which,
taken at the flood, leads on to
fortune….” With Wesley on a
sound footing after a decade of
unprecedented growth and pros-
perity, Annie and I feel that this
is the right time for us to move
on to new challenges.

In a very real sense, we are
going home. Our new campus in
West Virginia’s northern pan-
handle will be equidistant from
Pennsylvania and Ohio, where
Annie and I grew up, and closer
to West Virginia Wesleyan Col-
lege, where I earned my under-
graduate degree and cut my teeth
as a college sports information
director, columnist and news-
paper reporter. Bethany’s strong
tradition of liberal arts educa-
tion, sense of mission and small,
student-centered campus — very
reminiscent of Wesley — were
additional factors in our decision.

It’s been said that a strong
leader not only leaves an organi-
zation better than (it was) when
he or she found it, but also,
enables it to flourish under new

leadership. Because of the talents
and dedicated efforts of so many,
coupled with the College’s com-
prehensive Master Plan, From
Here to 2010, I believe that I
have been able to do just that.

Although there is more to do,
virtually everything we set out
to accomplish — and then some
— will have been completed in
the remaining two years of the
plan.

Thanks to a strong strategic
process, Wesley is a vibrant, pro-
gressive institution well posi-
tioned to take advantage of new
opportunities. It’s time to let oth-
ers build on this firm foundation
while I take on new challenges.

With both girls (our eldest
daughter Katie, 23, is a first year
doctoral student in pharmacy at
Shenandoah University in Vir-
ginia) grown and concluding their
academic careers, this is a good
time in the life of our family to
make a move. We expect to re-
turn to the peninsula often to
visit daughter Ashlee, 20, a jun-
ior at the University of Dela-
ware, and our residence at Beth-
any Beach where we’ve shared
so many happy family times.

When I came to Wesley in
1997, my vision was to take this
134-year-old institution, with its
strong United Methodist tradi-
tion, to the next level of excel-
lence. With the help of many tal-
ented men and women, we have
been able to surpass my dreams
for this great college. Thus, the
legacy that I leave is really your
legacy. Wesley’s future is promis-
ing and bright because of your
investment of time, talent and
treasure. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart. It’s been a
great ten years.

(Editor’s Note: Dr. Miller will
become President of Bethany
College in Bethany, West Virginia
on January 1, 2008. The College,
located on a picturesque 1,300
acre campus in West Virginia’s
northern panhandle near
Pittsburgh, PA, is the oldest pri-
vate college in the state and one
of the nation’s elite liberal arts
institutions. Founded in 1840, it
offers undergraduate degrees in
30 fields of study, including pre-
professional programs in dentistry,
engineering, law, medicine, min-
istry, pharmacy, physical therapy
and veterinary medicine. The
College operates the Mountainside
Conference Center, Campbell
Mansion and Museum, and
Historic Bethany Visitor Center.
Bethany College is affiliated with
the Disciples of Christ (Christian
Church).

Dr. Scott D. Miller 

Notice to Treasurers — Financial Secretaries
Year End Deadline for Remittances:

inancial year 2007 ends December 31, 2007. Final 2007
remittances must be received by the Business Office no later
than Thursday, January 3, 2008, in order to receive credit

in 2007. To insure proper credit, please DO NOT use the postal serv-
ice for 2007 remittances after December 28, 2007. The Bishop Felton
Edwin May Resource Center will be closed on December 31, 2007 and
January 1, 2008; however, there is a mail drop in the front door of
the building if you wish to hand deliver your final remittance. If you
have any questions, please call the Business Office at 302.674.2626.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Also note that the IRS has announced the mileage rate for 2008 to
be 50.5 cents per mile.

F

T



Executive Director Position Available
he Eastern Pennsylvania-Peninsula United
Methodist Foundation is currently seeking
applicants for the position of Executive

Director. The duties include:
Marketing the investment management and
financial services of the foundation throughout
both the Eastern Pennsylvania and Peninsula-
Delaware United Methodist Conferences.
Working with financial advisors and Board of
Directors to evaluate investments and provide
administrative services.
Providing education on estate and financial
planning and charitable giving at the local
church.
Planning consultations with church financial
committees, trustees, councils and boards.
Assisting local churches with development and
funding endowments.
Qualifications include a bachelor’s degree and

experience in investment and/or financial sales
and services. Knowledge of the United Methodist
Church is helpful. The position includes a flexible
schedule with evening meetings and travel within
the conference areas.

Send resume, including salary requirements by
December 7, 2007 to Mary Ann Hoffman, 45
Blackberry Road, Boyertown, PA 19512 or email to
hoffman2@dejazzd.com.

Plaza de Director Ejecutivo Vacante
La Fundación Metodista Unida del Este de

Pennsylvania-Península está actualmente buscando can-
didatos para la posición de Director Ejecutivo. Los
deberes incluyen, pero no se limitan a los siguientes:

Mercadear el manejo de inversiones y servicios
financieros en la Conferencia del Este de
Pennsylvania y en la Conferencia Península-
Delaware.
Evaluar inversiones y proveer servicios adminis-
trativos; trabajando en conjunto con asesores y
La Junta de Directores.
Proveer seminarios y charlas acerca de planes
estatales y financieros, y donaciones benéficas a
las iglesias locales.
Coordinar consultas con el comité financiero,
los síndicos, el concilio y las juntas de las iglesias.
Asistir las iglesias locales en el desarrollo y
creación de fondos.
Los requisitos incluyen Bachillerato y experiencia

en inversiones y/o ventas y servicios financieros.
Conocimiento de la Iglesia Metodista Unida nece-
sario, pero no indispensable. La posición incluye
horarios flexibles con reuniones nocturnas y viajes
variados en el área de las conferencias.

Favor enviar su resumé, junto con el salario
requerido, en o antes de December 7, 2007 to Mary
Ann Hoffman, 45 Blackberry Road, Boyertown, PA
19512 or email to hoffman2@dejazzd.com.

T
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ow are delegates elected
to the United Methodist
General Conference?

How many votes are required
for the assembly to approve a
petition? What is the role of
bishops in the once-every-four-
years gathering? And why is it
important to keep a copy of the
Daily Christian Advocate handy
throughout the proceedings?

These and many other ques-
tions are answered in “Exploring
General Conference,” a five-ses-
sion online course offered by
United Methodist Communi-
cations for anyone wanting to
learn more about the denomina-
tion’s top legislative body and
how it works.

The course is free and being
offered to give people a basic
working knowledge of the
church’s legislative process in
advance of the 2008 General
Conference. About 1,000 dele-
gates will gather next April 23-
May 2 in Fort Worth, Texas, to
set church policy, approve a budg-
et and speak on behalf of the
denomination regarding social
and moral issues of the day.

“The course is ideal for any-
one attending the 2008 General
Conference, including communi-
cators and delegates, as well as

United Methodists interested in
learning more about how the
denomination makes decisions,”
said site administrator Cheryl A.
Hemmerle.

Participants can begin the
course anytime between Nov. 15
and Dec. 26 and move through
the sessions at their own pace.
Additional sessions will be offered
from January through next May.

Launched Nov. 15, the course
garnered more than 150 partici-
pants in its first three days and
is expected to gain momentum
as General Conference approach-
es, Hemmerle said.

Betty Jackson signed up
because she will serve as a volun-
teer marshal at the 2008 meet-
ing.

“I’m really excited about
going,” said Jackson, a member
of Ebenezer United Methodist
Church in New Johnsonville,
Tenn. “I’m taking this course in
hopes that it will give me an
idea of what will be going on.”

Arthur Sponagel is participat-
ing in “Exploring General Con-
ference” because he wants to
learn more about United Meth-
odism. After spending most of
his life in two other denomina-
tions, he has been a United
Methodist since 1986.

“One thing I like about
Methodism is you are expected
to continue studying. I hope to
learn more about how the
church operates,” said Sponagel
of St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Las Cruces, N.M.

In addition to interactive fea-
tures such as videos and quizzes,
participants can participate in
forums to ask questions and
share ideas.

Among other things, the
course includes information
about:

The history, role and purpose
of General Conference;
How delegates are elected,
their role and responsibilities;
How petitions, the general
church budget and other
important matters are decid-
ed through General
Conference;
Social issues facing The
United Methodist Church
and the denomination’s
stance on those issues; and
Highlights of the 2004
General Conference and
what’s ahead for 2008.
To register, visit http://training

.umcom.org. For more informa-
tion, call 888.278.4862 or e-mail
training@umcom.org. (story
taken from a UMNS article)

General Conference Spotlight
General Conference basics explored in online course

H

Substantiation of Contributions:
emember to provide statements for donor substantiation for
2007. The rules effect single contributions totaling $250 or more.
A written acknowledgement of the contribution must be provid-

ed by the church. The donors canceled check will no longer be sufficient
to substantiate a contribution of this size.

The acknowledgement must include:
1. The donor’s name.
2. A listing of each individual contribution of $250 or more.
3. A description of any non-cash property contributed.
4. A statement that no goods or services were provided to the donor in

exchange for the contribution. It is suggested that all church state-
ments reflecting money contributions, such as quarterly giving reports,
contain the following disclaimer:
“Pursuant to Internal Revenue Code requirements for substantiation
of charitable contributions, ___________ United Methodist Church
provided no goods or services in return for these contributions.”
The written acknowledgement must be provided to the donor prior

to the date on which the donor’s tax return is filed or prior to the due
date for filing, whichever is earlier.

R

VER THOUGHT YOU MIGHT WANT
TO RUN A BOOKSTORE? Well now
you can . . . churches can that is. And it’s

not the bricks and mortar kind of bookstore, but a
“virtual” one. Yes, if your church has a website,
Cokesbury can help you add value to your site
through the Cokesbury Virtual Bookstore
Program. Here is how it works.

After gathering some basic information from
the church host, Cokesbury creates a link to be
placed on the host’s website. Within that link is a
number unique to that host. We also provide a graphic that can be used
with the link, or the church can create their own. Once the graphic and
link are on the host church site and a visitor/member clicks on it, they
are taken to the Cokesbury.com bookstore. But, the Cokesbury.com ban-
ner at the top is masked with the church name, such as First UMC
Online. 

Please go to this link for all the information on security, rebates to the
church, and many more advantages of having your own bookstore . . .
online! http://www.cokesbury.com/portal_controller.aspx?page
id=31&id=11. You may also go to the Cokesbury website www.cokes-
bury.com. On the home page find Web Support, Affiliates and Links
under the Cokesbury Services menu in the left-hand column and click on
it. Then, in the same column, click on Affiliates. You will see “What is a
Virtual Bookstore?” in the middle column. Click on that to get all the
information.

OR you may contact Wanda Duckworth at Cokesbury headquarters in
Nashville. Her email is wduckworth@cokesbury.com. She is very knowl-
edgeable and helpful . . . and the person you would need to speak with
eventually to set up your virtual bookstore.

BISHOP’S MID-WINTER RETREAT: January 15-17, 2008 Pastors
and spouses . . . Cokesbury will be “in the house” on Tuesday and
Wednesday of your retreat time. Please stop in to say hello and browse the
book display. Also on Wednesday a representative from ABBOTT HALL
will be with us with a nice selection of robes and stoles. Don’t miss this
opportunity to do some relaxed shopping.

VBS: Yes, Vacation Bible School planning time is here! Cokesbury
has 2 exciting VBS choices again this year . . . Beach Party: Surfin’
Through the Scriptures and Walk It Out: Together in the Way of
Jesus. Visit www.cokesburyvbs.com to sample music, sign up for the
Beach Party e-newsletter, and share VBS hints, tips and stories with fel-
low leaders! Again this year Cokesbury will partner with Paula Hartzell
of the InterFaith Resource Center to bring you 3 VBS Showcases in sepa-
rate locations in the Conference.

Watch for dates and locations! And as always there will be 20% off all
VBS resources at that time.

E-MAIL NEWSLETTERS: Does your church have an email newslet-
ter? A website? If so, please include me on your “mailing” list!  

Wishing you a glorious Advent and Christmas!
Madeline Beall — Cokesbury Resource Consultant

Toll Free: 1.877.792.5410 — E-mail: mbeall@cokesbury.com

Madeline Beall

E
Cokesbury Connection



PENINSULA–DELAWARE EDITION OF THE UNITED METHODIST REPORTER DECEMBER 7, 2007PAGE 8

December 2007
10 Credit Union Meeting, BFEM Resource

Center, 1:30 p.m.
11 Congregational Development

Corporation Meeting, BFEM Resource
Center, 10:00 a.m.
Black United Methodist Preachers
Meeting, BFEM Resource Center, 11:00 a.m.
Embracing The Black Church Task Force
Meeting, Dover: Roma Restaurant, 1:30 p.m.

12 Equitable Compensation Committee
Meeting, BFEM Resource Center, 3:00 p.m.

13 Vision Team Executive Committee
Meeting, BFEM Resource Center, 8:30 a.m.
Vision Team Budget Review Task Force
Meeting, BFEM Resource Center, 10:30 a.m.

16 Carol Service, Frederica: Barratt’s Chapel,
4:00 p.m.

24-26 Merry Christmas — BFEM Resource
Center Closed

31 Happy New Year — BFEM Resource
Center Closed

January 2008
1 Happy New Year –BFEM Resource Center

Closed
4-6 21st Annual Youth Rally, Ocean City, MD:

Roland E. Powell Convention Center
4 CARE Team Meeting, BFEM Resource

Center, 10:00 a.m.
7 Board of Ordained Ministry Meeting,

Centreville, MD: Centreville UMC, 9:00 a.m.
— Executive Committee & 9:30 a.m. — Full
Board

8 Vision Team Executive Committee
Meeting, BFEM Resource Center, 8:30 a.m.
Black United Methodist Preachers

Meeting, BFEM Resource Center, 11:00 a.m.
10 Commission on Archives & History

Meeting, Frederica: Barratt’s Chapel,
10:00 a.m.
Conference Hispanic/Latino Task Force
Meeting, BFEM Resource Center, 7:00 p.m.

12 Second Phase Covenant Ministry
Training, TBD

15-17 Bishop’s Mid-Winter Retreat, Ocean City:
Clarion Hotel

17 Delaware Ecumenical Council Meeting,
BFEM Resource Center, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Health Ministries Task Force Meeting,
BFEM Resource Center, 10:00 a.m.

19 General & Jurisdictional Delegation
Meeting, Wesley College, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

21 Martin L. King, Jr. Birthday Observance-
BFEM Resource Center Closed

22 Conference Board of Trustees Meeting,
BFEM Resource Center, 5:00 p.m.

24 Advocacy Resource Team Meeting, BFEM
Resource Center, 2:00 p.m.

24-26 Pre-General Conference, Fort Worth,
Texas

26 Committee of Clergy & Laity Leadership
Meeting, 9:30-11:00 a.m., TBD

28 Annual Conference Sessions Meeting,
Wesley College: Room #206, 4:00 p.m.
Vision Team Meeting, Wesley College:
Room #206, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

29 Insurance Committee Meeting, BFEM
Resource Center, 3:00 p.m.
Board of Pensions Meeting, BFEM
Resource Center, 5:00 p.m.

31 Communications Commission Meeting,
BFEM Resource Center, 5:30 p.m.

Conference Calendar of Events

UM conference explor-
ing topics dealing with
“CyberSAFEty in

Ministry” met Oct. 1–3 and was
sponsored by the General Board
of Discipleship (GBOD). About
150 people from across the
United States gathered in
Nashville, Tenn., to share strate-
gies and tools to harness the
potential gift that technology
promises in an environment of
stewardship and safety.

“I think it’s important for
churches to consider a presence
in cyberspace because that is
where the people are,” said Paul
O’Briant, director of technology
for Currituck County Schools in
North Carolina. O’Briant cited
U.S. statistics that 143 million
people use the Internet and that
two-thirds of Internet users have
searched for spiritual topics
online. In 1996, General
Conference passed a resolution

calling on every church to devel-
op policies and procedures to
reduce the risk of child sexual
abuse in its ministries and facili-
ties. Regional training sessions
followed, inviting conferences to
send representatives who could
return and train local churches
on Safe Sanctuary procedures.
“Cyber safety needs to be a part
of our Safe Sanctuary planning
and implementation,” said
O’Briant, noting that the church
and its leaders are far from
immune to the growing problem
of sexual addictions. A 2000 sur-
vey by Christianity Today indi-
cated that about 40% of clergy
had acknowledged visiting sexu-
ally explicit Web sites.

“Internet safety with kids is so
important because the problem is
prevalent, and exposure to inap-
propriate material and file sharing
are growing,” said Tom Evans, an
agent investigator with Internet

Crimes Against Children. “There
is a need for legislation to put
offenders behind bars for crimes
against a child.

We need to increase sentenc-
ing guidelines, and stiffer penal-
ties are needed,” Evans told the
conference. “Cyber safety is not
a one-time event,” said the Rev.
Stephen Streett, an associate pas-
tor from the North Georgia
Annual Conference.

Ministry teams representing
local congregations, 44 confer-
ences, four agencies, and camp-
ing and retreat professionals
were among participants at the
cyber safety conference. Event
organizers hope participants will
return to their ministries and
create policies, goals, and action
plans related to the safe use of
technology.

— Jeanette Pinkston (GBOD)

A

ue to the overwhelming responses for the Bishop’s Midwinter Retreat
for Clergy and Spouses, January 15-17, 2008 at the Clarion Hotel in
Ocean City, MD, the registration deadline has now been extended to
December 10, 2007 (just three more days). After that date, rooms can-

not be guaranteed at the advertised rates due to hotel deadlines. Come be spiri-
tually fed by Dr. Paul Nixon (I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church) and the worship
services, enjoy comedian Dan Brennan (featured in the UMC Interpreter —
www. danscomedy.com), and savor the time apart. For more information, go to
www.epaumc.org or www.pen-del.org and click on the links.

D

By Fa Fields

his summer I attended
two events where I was
nurtured by the Holy

Spirit through connections with
sisters and brothers in the faith.
I always enjoy my time with the
Fellowship of United Methodists
in Music and Worship Arts. I
am with like-minded people who
let me do the things I do well
and then sit back and share
good conversation. In some ways
it’s similar to the high spirit of
Advent and Christmas. I look
forward to it every year; and I
always come away with the gift
of Christ renewed in my heart.

It occurred to me, that even
though I was not in a “small”
group of people, in some ways
the two conferences, the second
a more intimate gathering of
worship leaders at Drew
Seminary, fed me like a small
group ministry does. I had con-
versations with people I have
gotten to know, even though we
come from different towns and
states. I shared listening to the
Word of God and responding
with prayers and singing. We
confessed our sins together and
received God’s grace together.

We talked about what God is
calling us to do in our individual
churches and communities. We
attended classes for our develop-
ment; and discussed how to best
use the gifts and passions God
has placed in each of us. The
conversations also included
frank disclosure of challenges
and weaknesses, and “calling it
like it is.” And we ended our
time together encouraging one
another and celebrating the fact

that we don’t do our work alone,
but through Jesus, all things are
possible.

I would wish this kind of
cheerleading group for everyone.
And you can have it in a small
group setting in your own town,
either in your church building, a
local coffee shop or someone’s
home. When you return from
the highs of Advent and
Christmas look for some places
where you can continue the fes-
tive mood. Join a small group
because it’s there that your faith
will be lifted up and held in
Christ’s love.

You may also be tested (in
the good sense — that is, to
make sure of yourself) and grow.
A friendship of Christians is
THE place you want to be not
only when you’re doing well, but
also when you are going through
life’s tough stuff. Your friends
will help you, through honest
conversation and prayers, with
words of encouragement and
sometimes by playing the devil’s
advocate, to help you discern
your path forward.

Give yourself a gift by sur-
rounding yourself with other fol-
lowers, each in their own place,
and each willing to share life in
a small group. It might be that
you keep Christmas for a longer
season this year if you give your-
self this gift.
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ery around December 15, 2007. The price is $23.00 per
copy. This year we will again offer a limited supply of spi-

ral bound copies at a price of $25.00 per copy. To place your
order, complete and return the order form below. A check or
money order must accompany all Journal orders. The postage for
mailing the Journals will be paid by the Peninsula-Delaware Con-
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